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,QWKHÀUVWWKUHHWUDFWDWHVRI WKH6L[WK(QQHDGRUDV:LOOLDP,QJHUHIHUVWR
WKHP WKH´PRVWREVFXUHµ´OHDVWDWWUDFWLYHµDQG´OHDVW LQWHUHVWLQJSDUWRI 




















Plotinus’s Criticism of Aristotle’s Categories
7KHWLWOHRI WKHÀUVWWKUHHWUDFWDWHVRI WKHVL[WK(QQHDG´2QWKH*HQHUDRI 
1 5DOSK:LOOLDP,QJHThe Philosophy of  Plotinus; The Gifford Lectures at St. An-
drews, 1917–1918 UG HG 7RURQWR/RQJPDQV*UHHQ DQG&R   DQG

2 &KULVWRV(YDQJHOLRX´7KH2QWRORJLFDO%DVLVRI 3ORWLQXV·V&ULWLFLVPRI $U-
LVWRWOH·V7KHRU\RI &DWHJRULHVµLQThe Structure of  BeingHG 5%DLQH+DUULV$OEDQ\
6WDWH8QLYHUVLW\RI 1HZ<RUN3UHVV




























IURP EHLQJ SRVWHULRU WRPDQ\ WKLQJVSRVWHULRU LQ IDFW WR DOO
























UHDOPRI WKHVHQVLEOHZKLOHWKH LQWHOOLJLEOHUHTXLUHVDQRWKHUGLVWLQFWVHWRI 
FDWHJRULHV ,Q WKHHQG3ORWLQXVDGRSWVD3ODWRQLF WKHRU\RI FDWHJRULHV IRU
WKHLQWHOOLJLEOHUHDOPWDNHQIURPWKHSophistDQGUHGXFHVWRÀYHWKHQXPEHU
RI $ULVWRWHOLDQ FDWHJRULHV WR EH HPSOR\HG WR GHVFULEH WKH VHQVLEOH UHDOP 









the kath hauto DGLVWLQFWLRQUHODWLQJWRDWKHRU\RI VXEVWDQFH DQGWKHpros allo 
DGLVWLQFWLRQUHODWLQJWRDWKHRU\RI UHODWLRQIRXQGLQ3ODWR·VSophist

















the Category of relation44
,QGHHGDIWHUQRWLQJLQ9,WKDWTXDQWLW\TXDOLW\DQGPRWLRQFRXOGSRVVL-
EO\EHLQFRUSRUDWHGLQWRWKHFDWHJRU\RI UHODWLRQ3ORWLQXVSURFHHGVWRVHS-













%HDXW\ZH UHJDUG DV DEVROXWH DQG DV D TXDOLW\ ¶PRUHEHDXWLIXO·





$QDORJRXVO\ TXDQWLW\ DQGPRWLRQ DUHGLVWLQJXLVKHG IURP UHODWLRQV IRU WKH
VDPHUHDVRQDVTXDOLW\IRU3ORWLQXVZDQWVWRVD\WKDWTXDQWLW\DVDQH[SUHV-
VLRQRI QXPEHUKDV WKH VDPHNLQGRI EHLQJDVTXDOLW\ DQG LQ9,KH
H[WHQGV WKHTXDOLÀFDWLRQWR LQFOXGHPRWLRQEDVHGRQWKH LGHD WKDWPRWLRQ
´FDQQRWOD\FODLPWRWKHFDWHJRU\RI UHODWLRQRQWKHPHUHJURXQGWKDWLWKDV
DQDWWULEXWLYHDQGQRWDVHOIFHQWHUHGH[LVWHQFHµRUWKDWVLPSO\EHFDXVHLWLV














DQ\SDUWLFXODUWKLQJH[LVWVHLWKHUkath hauto, RULI LWGRHVQRWLWH[LVWVpros allo. 
 $ULVWRWOHRQWKHRWKHUKDQGGLYHUJHVIURPWKLVRQWRORJ\DWLWVIRXQ-
GDWLRQVIRUKHGRHVQRWPDLQWDLQ3ODWR·Vkath hautoYHUVXVpros alloGLVWLQFWLRQ
IURPWKHSophist5DWKHUWKDQGHÀQLQJpros alloDVWKHQHJDWLYHRI kath hauto
$ULVWRWOHJLYHVDSRVLWLYHGHÀQLWLRQRI WKHODWWHUWKDWOHDYHVURRPIRUDQLQ-
GHÀQLWHDWWULEXWH³not kath hautoEXWQRWQHFHVVDULO\pros allo+HGHÀQHVkath 
hautoLQWKHMetaphysics
7KHUHIRUH¶LQYLUWXHRI LWVHOI ·kath hautoPXVWKDYHVHYHUDOPHDQ-
LQJV,WDSSOLHVWRWKHHVVHQFHRI HDFKWKLQJHJ&DOOLDVLVLQ











7KHUH DUH VHYHUDO LQVWDQFHVZKHUH$ULVWRWOH UHIHUV WR VRPHWKLQJEHLQJQRW








Aristotle’s Category of Relation
$FFRUGLQJWR$ULVWRWOH·VGLVFXVVLRQLQCategoriesDUHODWLRQLVDWHUPGHQRW-
LQJWKHFKDUDFWHULVWLFRI DWKLQJWREHUHIHUUHGWRVRPHWKLQJRXWVLGHRI LWVHOI
5HODWLRQV LQ WKHCategories LQFOXGHUHODWLRQVEHWZHHQ´UHDOµHQWLWLHV VXFKDV
WKHGRXEOHDQGWKHKDOIDVZHOODVUHODWLRQVEHWZHHQDVXEMHFWDQGDQRE-






































7KH TXHVWLRQ RI  SULRULW\ZLWK UHJDUG WR WKH WKLUG W\SH RI  UHODWLYH ÀQGV D
PRUHFRPSUHKHQVLYHDQVZHUZKHUH$ULVWRWOHGHWHUPLQHVWKDWZKDWLVWKLQN-


















































FDWHJRU\RI  UHODWLRQSDUWLFXODUO\E\ H[SUHVVLQJGRXEWVZKHWKHU DQ\ UHDOLW\
FDQEHDWWULEXWHGWRUHODWLRQVLQRWKHUZRUGVZKHWKHUUHODWLRQLVDhypostasis
,Q WKHVHVHFWLRQV3ORWLQXV·VFRQVLGHUDWLRQV UHYROYHDURXQG WKHTXHVWLRQRI 
ZKHWKHUUHODWLRQVVXEVLVWLQWKHPVHOYHVRUZKHWKHUWKHODQJXDJHRI UHODWLRQ
RQO\VHUYHVWR LQGLFDWHWKH LQGHSHQGHQWTXDOLWLHVRI WZRUHODWD LI DQ\WKLQJ
DWDOO3ORWLQXV·VXOWLPDWHFRQFOXVLRQLVWKDWUHODWLRQLVDQDEVROXWHH[LVWHQWLQ
WKH LQWHOOLJLEOHUHDOPEXW WKLVFRQFOXVLRQ LVDJDLQVRKHDYLO\GHSHQGHQWRQ
3ODWRQLFSUHPLVHVWKDWKLVWUHDWPHQWRI UHODWLRQLVVXEMHFWWRWKHVDPHJHQHUDO

















3ORWLQXVGRHV LQGHHG VHHP WR VSHDNRI  DOO RI  WKHVHZD\VRI  UHGXFLQJ WKH



















)URP HTXDOLW\ VLPLODUO\ QRWKLQJ HPHUJHV 7KH UHODWLRQ PHUHO\
SUHVXSSRVHVWKHH[LVWHQFHRI DTXDQWLWDWLYHLGHQWLW\«nothing but 
our judgmentFRPSDULQJREMHFWVHVVHQWLDOO\LQGHSHQGHQW«





WKHTXDOLWLHVRI WKHLQGHSHQGHQWREMHFWRUWKHUHVXOWRI WKHFRPSDULVRQRI 






































RQWRORJLFDOEDVLVRI WKHH[LVWHQFHRI UHODWLRQLQGHSHQGHQWRI DQ\SDUWLFXODU
LQVWDQWLDWLRQLQWKHVHQVLEOHUHDOPRI WKHUHODWHGREMHFWV7KHPHWKRGRI WKH
DUJXPHQWLVWRGHQ\WKHUHDOLW\RI SDUWLFXODULQVWDQWLDWLRQVRI UHODWLRQDPRQJ

































WKDWUHODWLRQVDUH LPPDWHULDO WR WKHDVVHUWLRQWKDW WKH\DUH LGHDO IRUPV WKH
UHDOLW\RI ZKLFKLVFHUWDLQO\DVVXUHG7KLVKHGRHVLQ9,
,I 5HDOLW\ LPSOLHGHPERGLPHQWZHVKRXOG LQGHHGEH IRUFHG WR













RQRXUDELOLW\ WRGHÀQHD UHODWLRQDV UHDO DQGE\DVVHUWLQJDKLJKHU UHDOLW\
RI  DQ LQWHOOLJLEOH UHDOP 3ORWLQXV KDV HOLPLQDWHG FHUWDLQZD\V LQZKLFKZH
PLJKWDVVHUWDUHODWLRQWREHUHDODQGLQSDUWLFXODUUHDOLQVWDQWLDWLRQDPRQJ










the Category of relation52
TXHVWLRQDEOHDFFRUGLQJ WR3ORWLQXVEHFDXVHRI  WKHLU OLDELOLW\ WRFRPH LQWR
EHLQJ DQG GLVDSSHDU QRW LQ YLUWXH RI  WKHPVHOYHV EXW GHSHQGHQWO\ RQ WKH
FXUUHQWFLUFXPVWDQFHVRI VRPHUHODWDDVTXRWHGIURP9,)URPWKLVKH
GHWHUPLQHV WKDW WKHUHDOLW\RI D UHODWLRQFDQQRWEHGHSHQGHQWRQ LWVEHLQJ














GXFHU DQG SURGXFWZKHUH WKH SURGXFWPHUHO\ JLYHV D QDPH WR




























 $FFRUGLQJ WR 3ORWLQXV WKHQ WKH UHODWLRQ RI  SURGXFHU WR SURGXFW
GRHVQRWQHHGWRSHUVLVWDIWHUWKHGHVWUXFWLRQRI RQHRI WKHUHODWDLQRUGHU
WREHWKRXJKWRI DVUHDOIRUWKHUHODWLRQLVHPERGLHGLQWKHDFWRUDQGSDWLHQW
LQGLIIHUHQWZD\V$ULVWRWOH·V FRQFHSWLRQRI  WKH DFWLRQSDVVLRQ UHODWLRQRQ





KHUH LV WR GLVWLQJXLVK EHWZHHQ WKH UHDVRQSULQFLSOHV LQ WKH DFWLRQ DQG WKH




D UHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ DFWLRQ DQG SDVVLRQ LQ WKHZD\$ULVWRWOH GHÀQHV LW )RU
$ULVWRWOHDOVRGHÀQHVWKHDFWLRQSDVVLRQUHODWLRQZLWKUHVSHFWWRWKHDFWXDO-








KDVEHHQPDGHDQG WKDWZKLFKZLOOPDNH WR WKDWZKLFKZLOOEH








the Category of relation54
WLQXHGH[LVWHQFHRI WKHUHODWDEXWRQWKHQHFHVVDU\WUXWKWKDWWKHSURGXFWLRQ
GLGDWVRPHSRLQWWDNHSODFH7KHUHODWLRQRI WKHFXWWRWKDWZKLFKFXWVIRU




























RSSRVHG DQG KDYH WKH GLIIHUHQFHV WR ZKLFK ZH KDYH UHIHUUHG
WKHUHPD\SHUKDSVQRWEHDVLQJOHJHQXVEXWWKLVZLOOQRWSUHYHQW

















RI  WKH SRVVLELOLW\ WKDW WKLQJV DUH UHODWLYH DFFLGHQWDOO\ ,Q WKH VXEW\SHV RI 
UHODWLRQWKHUHIRUHLWVHHPVWKDW$ULVWRWOH·VDFFRXQWLVWKHVXSHULRURQHIRU
LWGRHVQRWKROGWRRVWURQJO\WRWKHLGHDWKDWDOOUHODWLRQVPXVWH[HPSOLI\DQ



































GLIÀFXOW\DWWHPSWLQJ WRH[SODLQ WKHDSSHDUDQFHDQGGLVDSSHDUDQFHRI  LGHDO







EHLQJ DQG DUH GHVWUR\HG EXWZLWKRXW WKHVHPHWDSK\VLFDO DVVXPSWLRQV WKH
SUREOHPGLVDSSHDUV
—McMaster University
